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Therfr let us keep the Feaſt, not. with old leaves, 
© neither with the leaven of Malice and Wickedtſs : | 
lat with the unleavened er of fincerity and 
truth, 1 Corn, V. 8. | 
7 unto them that riſe up early in the morning, that 
- they may follow Strong Drink, that continue until 
| Nog bt. 210 Wine inflame. Thane. And the Harp 
We the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, an Mine are 
ii their Feaſts, but they regard not the wo/ of the 


Lord, neither conſider the enn of * . 
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The Lawfulneſs and Right manner of keeping 
Holy-Days in general, and that of 
Chriſtmas in particular: In a Dialogue 
between the Maſter and his Scholars. 


Mafer. OU have been accuſtomed on this 
and other Ho- days, by the ſpecial 
Command of theſe your worthy Go- 
vernours and Benefactors, by whoſe Bounty and Libe- 
rality, you are ſnatch'd as Fire- brand out of the Fire, 
are here committed to my Care, to be inſtructed in 
the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, as profeſs'd in 
the Church of England, (which I ſhall endeavour by 
the Grace of God to perform to the beſt of my Power,) 
and afterwards in fit time are to be put into a Ca paci- 
ty of getting ap honeſt Livelihood, and doing God, 
your Sovereign and your Country Service, as becomes 
San, and Loyal Subjects. I would there- 
| fore have you give theſe your worthy Governours and 
Bene factors an account of your Practice in this Parti- 
cular, and the Reaſons of it. Firf therefore, what 
do you mean by Holy-Days ? Co 
Scholar, Days ſet apart for the Publick Worſhip of 
God, which are either Feſtival, or Days of Thankſ- 
giving: Such as the Nativity, Circumciſion, Reſurredt ion 
Aſcenſion, and Manifeſtation of our Bleſſed Saviour to 
tbe Gentiles; The Annunciation and Purification of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, his Mother. The Feafts of the 
Apoſtles, to wit the Days of their Martyrdom, the Feaſt 
of St. 7obn the Baptiſt, St. Barnabas, St. Michael the Arch- 
Angel, and of All-Saints, on which we bleſs and praiſe 
God for the Good Examples of all Saints and rd 
17 2 ; 
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. . * 
and Confeſſors, Holy Men 2 Holy Women, Depart* 
ed thu Life in God's Faith and Fear, Other Holy- 
Days, are Days of Faſting and Humiliation, ſuch as 
the Fourty-Days of LE N 7, which we keep in Com- 
memoration of our Saviour's being led into the Wil- 
derneſs by the Devil, for Fourty Days to be tempted 
by him, Aſhwedneſday, or the firſt Day of Lent, fo cak 
led, becauſe the Primitive Chriſtians were usd then 
among other Expreſſions of Sorrow, to throw Aſhes 


on their Heads. Good-Friday, ſo calld, becauſe we 


then Commemorare our Saviour's Dying on the Croſs 
for the Sins ot the whole World, who alone deſery 

to be calłd Good. * my Days, viz. Monday, Tueſday, 
and Wedneſday before Holy Thurſday, or Aſcention Day, 
ſo called, becauſe in the Primitive Times the Prieſts, 
accompanied by the People did (as it is cuſtomary now) 
go about the Fields and beg God's Bleſſing on the 
tender Fruits of the Earth. Vigils, or the Eves of 
ſeyeral great Feſtival Days, So call'd, becauſe the 
the Primitive Chriſtians were wont to ſit up. the beſt 


part, if not all thoſe Evenings, and ſpend them in a 


due preparation for the fucceeding Feſtival, ro wit, in 
Praying, hearing thoſe Portions of Scriptures read, 
which relate to the ſacceeding Day, and in ſinging of 
Pſalms, and other Divine Hymns, Ember Days, fo 
called, either as ſome think, from a German Word that 
fignifies Abfinence, or from the Word Ember, which 
{rgnifies Aſhes, becauſe the Primitive Chriſtians were 
wont at theſe times as well as on Ahe dneſday, to ſprin- 
kle Afhes on their Heads, or to fit in them, as was cu- 
ſtomary in this Kingdom, eſpecially to cat no Bread 
on theſe Days, but Cakes made under Embers, ſo 
that by eating of that they brought to mind that 
they were but Aſhes, and ſo ſnou d ſoon become again, 
or moſt probably, as others think, from an old Saxon 
Word, which ſignifies a Circuit, or a Courſe, becauſe 
they were not occaſional, but returned every, Vear, 
and may properly be _ Fafts in Courſe, They 
21 5. 1 
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| (4) | A 
are obſerved at the 4 Seaſons of the Year, . 


Wedneſday, Friday and Saturday after the firſt Sun 
Lent, — Whitſunday, after the 14th of September, and 
after the I 3th of December; and ſince theſe Sundays next 


after theſe Ember Days are appointed for the Ordina- 


tion of Prieſts and Deacons, we are ordered to joyn'in 
a Prayer then for God's ſpecial Guidance and Governance 
of the Biſhops, that they may a bfully and wiſely make 
| choice of fit Perſons to ſerve in the Sacred Miniftery. Wed- 
neſday is appointed for a Day of Faſting, becauſe our 
Saviour was on that Day betray'd by Judas Iſcariot: 
Friday, becauſe then he was Crucitied : Saturday, becauſe 
then we repreſent the Apoſtles Sorrow for the loſs of 
their Lord lying in the Grave. Laſtly, all Fridays in 
the Year, except Chriſtmas Day, for the Reaſon I gave 
before, | | 

Maft. Why I pray was Chrifmas Day excepted from 
being a Faſt. 


Schol. For the ſame Reaſon as the Lord's Day was. 


becauſe the Birth and Reſurrefion of our Lord; the 
firſt of which was chiefly commemorated on this Day, 
and the latter on the Lord's Day, (wich was the Day 
on which he aroſe. ought not to be ſullied with the 


leaſt appearance of Grief. There were we are told |ſc 


ſome in the Primitive times which usd to faſt on the 
Lord's Day, and therefore were branded with the odi- 
ous Name of Murderers of our Lord, uve oui. But there 
never were any heard of that faſted on this Day, till a- 
bout Threeſcore and eight years ago, when the Parlia- 
ment, no leſs in Rebellion againſt God than their Pi- 
ous Sovereign, K. Charles the Martyr, chang d this Ho- 
ly Feſtival into a Faſt, and not only iſſued out wonder- 
ful ſtrict Orders for the Obſervation of it, but com- 
manded Three Faſt Sermons ( 1. ) then preach'd be- 
fore them to be Printed; in Two of which ( 2. ) the 


( 1. ) By Mr, Thoroughgood and Mr. Langeley before the Commons, 
and Mr Calamy before the Lords, | | 


(2+ ) Mr, Thoroughgood's and Mr Calamy's, 


Preach- 
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the freedom of the Goſpel, and to the Doctrine of Sal- 


of God. 

Maft. But is not the Obſervation of Hoh-Days Super- 
ftitious? ſince in Deuteronomy xviii. 10. An Obſerver of 
Times is declard an Abomination to the Lord, and the 
Galatians reproach'd by St. Paul, Gal. iv. 10, II. for 
obſerving Days, and Months, and Times and Years. 

Scbol. The Days Condemn'd by God in the place of 
Deut. which you mention'd, were ſuch as were Dedica- 
ted by the Heathens to their falſe Gods, or ſuch as were 
obſerved by them as lucky or unlucky Days, and what 


ſuch Days, Months, Times and Years of the Fews ; whic 

tho abrogated, as being the Types of what had then 
been compleated, the Fudaizing Chriſtians attempted to 
impoſe upon them, as neceſſary to Salvation, contrary 
tothe Apoſtles Endeavours of ſetting them at liberty in 


vation by Chriſt alone, w ich might juſtly make him a- 
fraid ofthem: And further we ought nor to imagine, 
that the obſervation of Holy-days is forbid in the Scri 

tures, ſince God himſelf ordain'd ſeveral Feaſts to be - 
ſerv'd, in Memory of paſt Benefits, as that of the Paſ- 


our kept a Feaſt, which the Fewiſh Church, under Ju- 
das Maccabeus, the Op Author of the Book. of 
Maccabees, had inſtituted, wil 
God, to commemorate the Reſtoration of the Temple- 
Worſhip after it had been defiled by Antiochus, which was 
call'd The Feaſt of the Dedication, John x. 22. and the 
common Practice ofall Chriſtian Churches and States, 
in appointing and keeping yearly Days of Publick 
Thankigiving, and Humiliation, is Argument ſufficient 
to prove that in the common Senſe ot Chriſtians, tis 
not forbidden in the holy Scriptures. | | 
Maft. Do you ſay that all Chriſtian Churches and 
States have appointed Anniverſary or Yearly Holy-days 
to be obſery'd. | 
A3 Sc bal. 


| Wo Wa eb as, | 
Preachers aſcribe this Ching. to the peculiar Providence 


St. Paul blam'd the Galatians for, was for obſerving }. 


ſover, of Pentecoſt and of Tabernacle: : Beſides our Savi- 


without any Command from 
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ble, that the Chriſtians who live among the Barbarous | 


ved for ſome time amongſt them, and very diligently 


ſtivals and Faſts of the Church, for the Children, and thoſe of 


Scol. Yes, For tho? ſome few of late have not, ,efpe- / 


cially the Churches of Geneva, of Scotland, and of New. 


England, yet all beſides have; and?tis very remarka- 


Turks, and are known by the Name of the Greek Church, 
have: And a very Learned Man amongſt us, who li- 


obſery'd all their Cuſtoms, both Religious and Civil, has 


told the World, (1. ) That next to the miraculous and gra cious 


Providence of God, the Preſervation of Chriſt ianit yamong them 
1 to be aſcrib'd to the ſtrict and religions Obſervation of the Fee 


the moſt ordinary Capacities, know the meaning of theſe Ho- 
ly Solemnities, at which times they flock to Church in great 
Companys, and thereby retain the Memory of our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour's Birth, Dying upon the Croſs, Reſurrection and Aſcen- 


fron, and keep up their conſtant Profeſſion of their acknowledg- 


ment of the Neceſſary and Fundamental Points of Faith, and 


of the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, and the Iike. And 
while they celebrate the Sufferings and Martyrdoms of the A- 
Poſt les of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and other great 
Saints, who laid down their Lives moſt joyfully for bus Name, 


and underwent with unwearied and invincible Patience all the |. 


Torments and Cruelties of th-ir Heathen Proſecutors, they take 
Courage from ſuch Glorious Examples, and are the better ena- 
bled to endure with leſs trouble and regret the Miſeries and 
Hardſhips they daily ſtruggle with. As for the Proteſtant 
Churches beyond the Seas, They ali obſerve Feaſts and 
Faſts except that of Geneva, which would gladly re- 
ſtore them as they would have prevented their Abolt- 
tion, had they been able: For Mr. Calvin, their firſt 
Reformer, and all their Divines ſince, have approv'd 
of the Obſervation of them. But as he, and the reſt 
of rhe Miniſters coud not then ſtop the Fury of the 
People. who either thro! Covetouſneſs, or ſome other 
weak Reaſon then aboliſh'd them, fo cannot their pre- 
{ent Miniſtets, eaſily get the uſe of them reſtot'd, leſt 


n 
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( 1.) Dr. Smith in his Account of the Greet Church, i 


| it ſhou'd occaſion ſome Difturbancesſnthartnawftuons ; 


place. But when they go into Germany, or come hither, 
they never ſcruple to obſerve the Faſt: and Feſtivals, 
as well as the other Cuſtoms of the Church. In Swe- 
dew, Denmark and Germany, they obſerve all the ſame 


* Feſtivels and Faſt, as we do, in ſome of them, one 


that we never did keep, vix. The Feaſt of the Transfi- 
guration of Cbriſt. They have Epiſtles and Goſpels ap- 
pointed to be read on them, and for the moſt part like 
ours. The great Feefts, wit. thoſe which relate toour 
Saviour, as his Nativity, Circumciſion, &c. The Annun- 
ciation and Purification of the Bleſſed Virgin, they keep 
with as much ſtrictneſs as they do the Lord's Day; In 
molt places they have Three Sermons Preach'd on them, 
with Hymns ſung ſuitable to the Occaſions, and the 
Shops are ſhut from Morning till Night. As for the 
Days of the Saints they are call'd the leſſer Feaſt but 
they are obſerved with almoſt as much Solemnity as 
thegreater ones are here, and there are many large Vo- 
lumes of Sermons preach'd on theſe Occaſions in Print. 
As for the Churches of Holland and Switzerland, they 
obſerve only the greater Feaſts, but with very great So- 
lemnity; and there are ſeveral Volumes of Sermons 


which they have preach'd on theſe days extant in Print. 


The French Proteſtants, before their Perſecution and 
Baniſhment, did the like; and thoſe of them which 
have fled for Shelter and Refuge hither, ſcruple not 
for the generality, to follow the Orders of our Church 
in all other Caſes, as well as in this. 

Maſt. You ſaid juſt now that the Proteſtant Church 
es in Germany, had Epiſtles and Goſpels as we have. 
Have they any portions of Scripture out of the Pro- 
phetsand the Revelations appointed for Epiltles. 


Schol. Yes, and more too than we, as will appear by 


comparing ours with theirs. 

Maſt. We have heard that the obſervation of Holy- 
Days, is not Condemned bythe Holy Scriptures, and is 
ſully and clearly juſtified by the practice of the primi- 
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tive and the Proteſtant Churches beyond the Seas. 
| How then muſt they be obſerved ? 
| Schol. As wehave been inform'd the Primitive Chri- 
| ſtians did, and the poor Chriſtians who live amongft 
the Turks, and the Proteſtants beyond the Seas do, 
vix. By adiligent Attendance on the Worſhip of God in 
Publick, ſo far as our Circumſtances in the World will 
permit; by enlarging our private Deyotions at home, 
for which purpoſe there have been many good Books 
publiſh'd of late, and in doing Works of Charity and 
ercy. On the greater Feaſts we muſt meditate on 
Chriſt's infinite Condeſcenſion; who, tho' he was the 
| Eternal Son of God, yet vouchſafed for our Sakes tocome 
| down from Heaven, and to take on himſelf not only 
| the form of Man,but of the meaneſt condition of Men, 
even ofa Servant, and to die not the common Death of 
Men, but that moſt ignominions one, of the vileſt Ma- 
lefactors, on the Croſs: to endeavour to imitate his 
reat Humility, and Charity: to think lowly of our 
| elves, and as he lov'd us; fo to love one another but 
more eſpecially to eſtabliſh in our ſelves thoſe Articles 
of Faith, which are proposd as the Objects of our Belief. 4 
On the leſſer Feſtivals: We ought to meditate ſerivQ 2 
ouſly on the Graces and Virtues the Saints then we com- | © . 
memorate, were eminent for, and to thank God for the Laa) 
Grace he beſtow'd on them, and the good Example he . 
enabled them to ſet us, and to beg his Aſſiſtance that I 
we may imitate them as they imitated Chrift, and in b ö 
this we ſhall be mightily aſſiſted by diligently reading | n 
the Leſſons, Epiſtle and Goſpel of the Day. But above 70 IT 
all, we muſt take care, that we prophane not theſe = 75 
Holy Days eſpecially this of the Nativity of our bleſ- | 7 
fed Saviour, by Intemperance and Exceſs, by Luxu- 
ry and Debauchery, and by ſpending too much, of (1 
that precioustime, which ought to be ſpent in the more | Serme 
immediate Service of God ; in playing at Cards, 2 
| (which the Pious Fathers in the Primitive Church (2 
| were wont to call the Devil's Books, which feveral 
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very Learned and Pious Men have lately wrote very | 


much againſt) (1.) which the Churches of France, Ge- 
neva and Holland, have expreſly forbid, ( 2.) and which 
the Clergy of the Church of England more eſpecially 


are debarr'd of, by an expreſs Canon of the Church, 


(Can. Ixxv.) or any other unneceflary Recreation. 
Maſt. We heard juſt now tliat it was our Duty to 
eſtabliſh in our ſelves on Holy days the Articles of 
Faith, which are proposd as the Objects of our Be- 
lief, I pray how does the yearly Returns of Hoh- 

ays, put us in mind of theſe Articles of our Faith. 
Schol. There has been a little Book publiſh'd lately, 
which is called A farther Inſtruct ion for thoſe who have 

learnt the Church Catechiſm, wherein by an Explanation 
the Feſtivals and Faſts of the Church of England, Chriſti- 


ant are reminded and fixed in the Profeſſion of the Articles of 


the Apoſtles Creed: which has been preſented to us by the 
Bounty of our generous Benefactors; in which we are 
taught that the obſervation of Holy-days in general, puts 
us in mind that God ts the Father Almighty Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth, that the Obſervation of Sundays, and the 
Feaſt of St. Michael, remind us that God made Heaven 
and Earth; that by keeping the firſt day of the Week holy, we 
are put in mind that Jes Chriſt is bu only Son our Lord, that 
Lady day and Chriſtmas puts us in mind of his being con- 


ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin- Mary, that 


all Days of Faſting and Humiliation, more patticularly 
the Holy Week, or Paſſion Week, ſo call'd, becauſe the 
whole Hiſtory of our Saviour's Paſſion is then read to 
us in the Service of the Church, being the Week be- 
fore Eaſter, put us in mind of his ſuffering under Pont ias 
Pilate, being Cructfied, Dead and Buried, That the Ob- 
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(.) V The Regulations of Play propos'd, and recommended in a 
Sermon Preach'd at Tunbridge Hells, Auguſt, 19 1706. By Theophilus 
Dorrington, d vo, p. 10. Biſhop Beveridge's Private Thoughts, p. 246. 
A Diſsuaſive from Gaming, for 7, Downizg. 


( 2.) La Diſcipline des Egliſes Reform. de Fance, Chap. 14 Art. 29- 
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" ſervation of Eaſfer- Day, Eafter- Monday and Tve/day, and 


of all Sundays in the year, put us in mind of his deſcen- 
ding into Hell, and riſing 7757 from the Dead t be third day; 


That Aſcenſiou- day, or Holy-Thurſdey, which is kept the 


40th Day after Eaſter, becauſe our Lord after 40 Days 


converſing with his Diſciples, aſcended into Heaven, 


puts us in mind that he aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, that the days 
of Advent put us in mind of his coming to judge both 
the Puick and the Dead. That the Obſervation of Whit- 
ſunday, and the Monday and Tueſday following, eſtabliſh- 
es in us the Belief of the Holy Ghoſt, that as he did in a 
Miraculous manner deſcend on the Apoſtles on the 
day of Pentecoſt, he ſtill continues to perform good 
Offices for the Church of Chriſt, that all the Feſtivals 
of our Lord, the Apoſtles, Evangelifts, and Martyrs ; 
and eſpecially the Obſervation of All-Saints Day, re- 
minds us of the Holy Catholick Church, and the Commu- 
nion of Saints, That all times of Faſting and Abſtinence 

do put us in mind of the Forgiveneſs of Sins ; That all 
Sundays, and eſpecially Fafer-day, and the Monday, 


. Tueſday, and Sunday following, put us in mind of the 


Reſurrect ion of the Body; and laſtly, That the Reſ from our 
worldly Labour on Holy-days, and more eſpecially on the Lord's 
Days, puts us in mind of the Life Everla#ting, to wit, 
that Eternal Reſt which à prepared for the People of God; 
and the Divine Exerciſes of Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
have an admirable tendency to fit and prepare out Souls 
to reliſh the Joys and Delights of the Bleſſed above. 
Maft. Your School-fcllows have given a very good 


Account of the Reaſons why they keep Holy.days, and 


after the manner they ought to be kept : I pray let me 
know why you keep this Holy-day in particular, and 
with greater Solemnity than other Holy-days. 

Schol. We keep this Ho!ly-day, to wit, The Nativity of 
our Lord, or the Birth day of Chriſt, commonly calf'd Cbriſt- 
mz Day, in Memory of God's ſuffering his only begot- 
ten Son, our moit bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Teſws 
Cari, to be Dora of the Virgin ary. Maft, 


bop 


: Me. Why do you call this Day the Nativity of our | 

Lord? when you are not ſure that our Saviour was born 
on this day, and when 'tis more probable that he was 
born at another Seaſon of the year. 

Schol. We do not believe that our Saviour was born 
on this day, ſo as to make it an Article of our Creed, 
and neceſſary to be belicy'd in order to Salvation. a 

Maſt. How ! do you not believe ſo? when you pray 
thus in the Collect for the Day, and the Sunday. 
after; Almighty God who haftgiven us 1bine only begot- 
ten Son to take our Nature upon bim, and as at this time 
fo be born of a pure Virgin, mark the Words as at this 
Time, | | 

Schol, This is I have heard the chief Objection which 
our Difſenting Brethren make againſt joyning with us 

in the obſervation of the Day. They run away with 
a falſe meaning of the Words. Thoſe who have ex- 
Plain'd this Place ſay, no more is meant by it, than 
giving thanks to God for giving us ba only begotten Son to 
take our Nature upon him, and to be born of a pure Virgin; 
which we thankfully Commemorate at thu time. But 
nevertheleſs, tho we are not infallibly certain that he 
was born on this Day; yet we have much more reaſon 
to believe that he was, than that he was not. 

Maſt. Why do you think ſo? 

Schol. Becauſe all Chriſtian Churches F unleſs we 
except the Greek Church in the Primitive Times, 
which ſome ſay for a little while kept it Twelve Days 
after, to wit on the Epiphany have and do keep it on 
this Day; and cven the ſeveral Learned Men that think 
he wasnot born at thistime, have never thought it rea- 
ſonable to change the Day, much leſs to aboliſh the Ob- 
ſer vation of it [ except it were thoſe who were in actu- 
al Rebellion about Threeſcore years ago here, agaiuſt 
their Sovereign K. Charles the Martyr; and perhaps 
ſome few of our Diſſenting Brethren now. | But never 
theleſs thoſe Learned Men are not agreed unanimonſly 
on what day he was born,for tho the generality of _ 

think 
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think he was born on the 25th of September, or there- 


abours. A Learned Man has lately (1.) attempted to 
prove, that he was born the latter end of O:ober, and 
others the latter end of March (2. ) | 
Maſt. But how do you anſwer the Objections drawn 
from the Shepherds _—_ in the Fields, when the An- 
gels deliver'd the glad tidings of our Saviour's Birth to 
them, and from Auguſtuss commanding every one to 
go up to their City to be tax d. Do you think that fo 


mild an Emperor as Auguſtus is repreſented to have been, 


would have commanded ſo hard a thing as this: Or, 
can you believe that tis likely that Shepherds were a- 
broad in the Fields with their Flocks, on Decemb. 25. 

Schol. Theſe are not, if well confider d, ſuch Difi- 
culties as they at firſt appear to be. As to Auguſt uss 
Command, conſidering the mildneſs of the Country, 
according to the Account of Geographers and Travel- 


lers, who tell us, that it is as warm there generally 


in December, as it is here in May, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be a hard Command; but be that as it will, great 
Princes muſt not be diſobey d: And that this Taxation 
or taking down the Names of all above a certain Age, 
throughout the whole Roman Empire, was made at 
this time, we are told was made apparent above 1400 
years (3.) ago, from the very Rolls or Regiſters then 
to be ſeen at Rome, to which the Fathers in the Primi- 
tive Church ( 4. ) appeal'd, for the certainty of Chriſt's 
Birth, when the Heathens ſeem'd unwilling to believe 


it. And as to the Shepherds being in the Fields, watch- 


ing over their Sheep, which ſome think ſo highly im- 
probable, it will appear not ſo ſtrange and unlikely, 
when *tis confider'd, I/. That the Land of Jude, 


— — — — 


( 1.) Whifton's hort view of the Chronology of the Old Teſtament, 
and of the Harmony of the 4 Evangeliſts, p. 158. 

(z.) Clemens Ale xandrinus, Strom. lib. D. Alix. de vero Anno menſe 
die Natali Feſu Chriſſi. 

( 3.) V. Chryſoſtom. Homil. in Nativitat. ad Pop. Antioch, 

( 4.) Tuſtin Martyr Apel: 2. Tertullian. contra Marcion. lib, 14. capt 
19, &c. 


in 


in which theſe Shepherds were feeding their Flocks, in 


ſo hot a Country, that their Harveſt is ripe always at 


the latter end of March, for they were commanded by God 
Almighty, Leviticus xxiii. v. 10. Deuteron. Xvi. g, 
10. to offer up to the Lord a Sheaf of the Firft-fruts 
of their Harveſt, on the 2d day after the Paſſover, which 
was the 16th day of the Month, Abib or Niſan, which 
is with us, the 27th day of March, ſo that it is not un- 
likely but it might be warm enough for the Shepherds 
and Sheep to be abroad in the Fields at this time; and 
24y, That tho? it might ſomerimes, nay generally be 
roo cold for them to lie abroad in the Fields then all 


Night ; yet it might happens that in the year when 


our Saviour was Born, it might bea very mild Win- 
ter, and warm enough for them to be abroad; for 
ſometimes ir happens even here, where our Harveſt is 
generally 4 Months later than the Fews, that it is warm 
enough for Shepherds and their Sheep to be abroad all 
Night at this time of the year; and it has been ſaid, 
That where many Sheep are kept, they do ſo even at 
this time, when the Weather is favourable. And 3dh, 
it has been prov'd from the Roman Auchors, who have 
wrote about Tillage, Sheep, and other Country Af- 
fairs, that in Italy, which is not near ſo warm as the 
Land of Judea, tho the Precepts of Husbandry were, That 
in the Winter their Sheep ſhould be kept in Cotes, rat ber 
then in Fields, yet they had their Winter Feedings abroad alſo, 
(I.) So that theſe Objections are not of ſuch great 
Weight as at firſt ſight they are imagin'd to be. 
Mat. Tis ſaid in the Scriptures, That Chriſt was 
Baptiz d by S. Fobn,when he began to be about 30 years 
of Age: Which imports that it was the ſame time of 
the year as he was Born. Do you think it probable 
that he was Baptiz'd, that is dipp'd, as it is generally 
agreed he was bv the Baptiſt at this cold Seaſon of the 
year, when tis likely twould have kilVd him. 


— — — — — _ —— 


— — 


( 1. ) O:dyFpwTro; Or God made Man a Trac, proving the Nativity 
of our Saviour to be on the 251h of December,by John Selden, 8 vo, 166 . 
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Soebol. To this ſeveral Anfwers may be made, 1}. 
The Words, be began to be about 30 years of Age, do not 


prove that he was full 30, but near it, as ſeveral Learn- 
ed Men are of Opinion, ( 2.) fo that ir does not dĩrect- 
ly follow, That he was Baptiz d in December, tho? it 
muſt be confeſsd, that ſome Chriſtians,” particularly 
thoſe calld Abyſſimes, in Africa, in the Dominions of 
the Emperor of Morocco, do dip themſelves in Lakes 
or Ponds, on the Feaſt of the Epiphany, or Twelfih-day, 
every year, in Commemoration of Chriſt's being Bap- 
tized on that day. But tho! it be granted, that he was 
Baptized about the time of the year he was Born at, 
it does not from thence follow, that it was improbable 


he ſhould be Baptiz d in December, or thereabouts; there 


is no ground in the World to think, he would have re- 
ceiv'd hurt much leſs been kilbd by being dipp'd then: 
Nay tho' the Seaſon had been as cold as it generally is 
here. For it has lately been prov'd by the many Cures 
wrought by cold Bathing, that it is not ſo dangerous, as 
has been imagin'd : Many People, and thoſe of the beſt 
Quality, do now practice cold Bathing, and not only 
on the account of ſome dangerous Diſtempers, but for 
Pleaſure, or to remove a Tenderneſs, and harden 
themſelves againſt the effects of Cold; and not only 
in the Summer, bur all the Winter. The Fews here, 


and in Holland, and in Germany, when any People come 


oyer to them, as ſome have of late, tho but ſeldom, 
dip them thrice in the coldeſt Springs they can meet 
with in the midſt of Winter, as the Anabapriſts ge- 
nerally do here; and yet it has never, at leaſt very fel- 
dom been heard, that any receiv'd hurt hereby ; much 
leſs can it be conceiv'd, that our Saviour ſhou'd at 30 
years of Ape, and in ſo wartn a Country as the Land 
of Judea. But not to mention the Practice of the Maf- 
covites, Who dip their Children uſually at 8 days old, 


_ W—— 


( 2.) Edward Fiſher's Feaſt of Fealts, and Chriſtian Caveat, to the 
old and new Sabbatarians Set, 6 Foe 
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and even in the Rivers; it is well known that it was 
cultomary fo to do here, from the Foundation of Chri- 
ſtianity, till about Fourſcore years ago. In the Com- 
mon-Prayer-book in K. Edward the VIth's time, the 
Miniſter was order'd by the Office of Baptiſm, to dip the 
Child that was broug bt to be Baptized, three times; Firſt on 
the Right fide, Secondly on the left ſide, and the Third time 
the Face towards the Font 5 when all the Fonts were large 
enough to dip Children of 2 or 3 years old in, and 
even now Children are tobedipp'd when they are bap- 
tizd, provided the Godfathers and Godmothers do 
_—_ _ 3 that = _ able to bear it. 

Maſt. Why do you call this day Chrifmus-day ? You 
donot go to Maſs 2 this day I — 

Sebol. No, it is not calbd fo, becauſe the Papiſts go to 
Maſs on this day; for this day was not only called by 
this Name, but all Holy-days were call'd Maſs-days ; and 
the Word Maſs was ud ſometimes for the Publick Ser- 
vice, ſometimes for the Lord's Supper, in this Kingdom 
long before the Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 
or that the Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper, are after 
their Conſecration by the Prieſt, chang d into the real 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is now 
ſeated, and making Interceſſion for us at the Right 
Hand of his Father, God bleſſed for evermore. I ſay, 
the Word Maſs, was us'd to ſignifie the Lord's Supper, 
long before this wicked Doctrine was heard of, as ap- 
pears from the Book of Martyrs ( 1.) and the Word 
Maſs is ſtill us d in the ſame innocent Senſe among the 
Proteſtants of Denmark, Sweden, and Germany, ſo that 
it ſignĩfies the day ſet apart on purpoſe to offer up our 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings at the Lord's Table, for God's 
ineſtimable kindnels in ſending his Son our moſt bleſ- 
ſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt into the World: 
tho others (2. ) think the Word Maſs comes from a 


———_ ————— ß— 
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C1. ) Vol. 2, Fol. 448. l. 30. Fol 45 1. I. 60. Fol. 462. |. 20. 60. 
(2.) v. Bp. Andrew; Sermons. Warmſiry's Vindigation of Chriſtmas 
Feſtival. p. 16. | EE” 


Latin 


* Latin Word that Gonifies Sending, ſo that it ſignifies 


the Day on which we Commemorate Chriſt's being ſent 
into the World. | 
Maſt. But why need any Day or particular Seaſon 
be ſet apart for this more than another, ſeeing we 
Commemorate Cbriſt's being ſent into the World „ eye- 
ry Lord's Day. | 
Schol. Tis true we do ſo, and the Fews alſo did Com- 
memorate their Deliverance out of Egypt, and all other 
bleſſings which they receiv d from heaven on the Sabath- 
day; yet it pleaſed God to command em to commemo- 
rate his deſtroying of the Egyptians, on the Feaſt of the 
Paſſover; his giving them the law on Mount Sinai, on the 
Feaſt of Pentecoft, and of their dwelling in Tabernacles 
in the Wilderneſs for 40 years, on the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles, Beſides, they obſerved other Feaſts without 
his Command, as the Feaſts of Purim or Lots, in Com- 
memoration of their Deliverance from Haeman's wicked 


Deſigns, as we read in the Book of Eſther, of the Feaſt 


of Dedication, in Commemoration of the reſtoration of 
their Service, and publick Worſhip at the Temple of 
Feruſalem, by Fudas Maccabæu, after it had been pollu- 
red for many yeats; which Feaſt we are told our Savi- 
our honour'd with his Preſcence, Jobn x. 22. and it no 
where appears, that either God —_— or our blef- 
ſed Saviour, condemn'd this Practice of the Fews, much 
leſs can we imagine that we ſhould diſpleaſe him by 
commemorating at this time an infinitely greater Be- 
nefit, than any of thoſe which the Fews, even God 
himſelf, thought deſerv'd to be kept in remembrance 
by Annual Feſtivals. But beſides, tho' we do, at leaſt 
ought o have in remembrance the Benefit of Chriſt's 
ncarnation, every Lord's Day; yet it is not ſo likely 
to be remembred then with that due Seriouſneſs as it 
ought, when we neither hear thoſe Portions of Holy 
Scripture read or explain'd, which more immediately 
treat of it, as we do on this Day; for the Pſalms which 
are appointed to be read in the Church in the Morn- 
; ; ing 


INN ape the 19th, the 45th; and 8;th; in the firſt of 
which we are told, that the Heavens declare the Glory of 
God, which brings to out remembrance how a Star ap- 


. pear'd at our Saviour's Becks and guided the Wiſe- 


men of the Eaſt ro Berblebem, the place of his Nativity: 
the 45th is a Birth-Song of Chriſt, The faireſt 6 the 
Cbildren of Men, and of his mighty Succeſs in ſu ning 
the Devil, and the World. The 85th is acknowledg' 
by all to be ſer for the Birth of Chriſt; and for that 
Reaſon, has always been ſelected and appointed to be 
uſed on this Day; and we aretold ( 1.) that the Fews 
themſelves believ d the 11th Verſe of this Pſalm to re- 
late to the Meſſias: For tho' it is a Thankſgiving to 
God for ſending a Saviour, which ſhould fave his Peo- 
ple from rheir Sins, the _ gr Captivity that is, and 
therefore cannot properly be meant of any but 
Chriſt, who was therefore call'd Feſws, and the Royal 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of this Deliverance as paſt, ſaying, v. 1. 
Thou haſt been favourable unto thy Lind, Thou haſt turm d 
away the Captivity of Jatob, &c. Net David being a Pro- 
phet, and ſeeing thu before, might be ſuppoſed here, as 
e is by St. Peter on another Account, to have ſpoke 
of our Saviour's Nativity, as if it were already paſt. 


The Pſalms for the Evening are, the 89th, LO, : 


and 132d, the firſt and Jaſt of which, are thankfu 
Commemorations of God's merciful Promiſe of ſend- 
ing Chriſt into the World, that Seed of David which be 


bad fworn to eſtabliſh, and to ſet up his Throne for ever, and 


the 1oth expreſly mentions the Birth of Chriſt : The 
Iſt Verſe of which is apply'd by our Saviour to him⸗ 
ſelf, Matt. 22. 44. Mark 12. 36. Lale xXx. 42. and 
allo by St. Peter, Ack, 11. 3+ and St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
15. and 25. H-b. 1. 13. and the 4th Verſe by St. 
Paul, Heb. V. 6. vii. 17. 11. The firſt Leſſons are Pros 
phecys of his Birth, and in the 2d, and the Epiſtle and 
Goſpel, we find the Accompliſhment of them, and in 


, — on . 
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( 1,) Biſhop Andrews Seton, 3d Ext: Fol-i635 p. 12 
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"he © IG we a are taught to pfay, that we may be pur 
9 by Birth, and 1 C the Miniſters do from 

ulpirs mare at large K to us how Chriſt 
was God and Man, which the Arrians and Socinians de- 
2. how | be wax rhe true Meſſias, and that tho fal Rs 


ſies ere to the M . Rk exactly 0 fl 


him, againſt the unbelieving N as alſo the N 8 
the End and manner of his coming in the Fleſh., a 
from thence exhort us to anſwer the end of his coming, 
that as he was born in Bethlehem, which pies the 


Houſe of Bread, we ſbo 
e, which came down from Heaven. Joh. vi. 33, 35- 
nd be at all Scaſons ready to feed on it in the H Holy 


3 * where it is Commemoratively exhibited | 
to us, that as be was laid in a Manger at ba Birth, ap- 


pear d not as an Earthly Prince, but the Son of a, Car- 
penter, and as is luppord, work d at his Father's Trade, 
till he began to Preach, and even then had no Houſe 
of his own to put ; Db Head i in, but was for the moſt 
part Ae by Amr, and Furien, we 

d be reconciłd to a ſtate of Poverty, that if 
Par we ſhould beat our Condition with Patience and 


Contentedneſs, and if Rich not to undervyalue and con- 
temn thoſe that are Poor, bur as fat as we are able to 


feed tbe Ha ry, give drink to the Thirſty, Clogth the 
Naked, to Fake. in the Strangers, and to 
thoſe hy are ſick and in Priſon ,, ſince our Saviour 
did by his Being miraculouſly diſcover'd to the She 


herds, as well as to the Wa e Men intend. to teach us 
that Poor and Rich, Simple and Vile Jew and Gen- 


tile, are all alike 925 Diſciples and has promisd to 
accept at the — any indneks done to the mean» 
eſt and pooreſt o 5 Diſciples, wliom he accounts 
his Brethren, as donę unto imſelf; and laſtly, that 
as he came into the orld, to deſtroy the Works of the 


Devil, 1 John iii. 8, and to parity. unto W a peculiar 


People zealous of good Works, Tit. xi. 14. Tit. 1 I, 12, 
We ſhould deny a Ungodlineſs and Worldly. Luſts, and live 


Soberly 


wid believe bim to be the true Bread of 
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Soberly , Rigbieonſty, and Golly thit preſent Wold; 


Ren. xiv. 6. that we ſhould regard to the Lord every Day, 
and more eſpecially thw Day; and tb bely ſeaſon, in 


which we commemorate the unſpeakable Benefit of dur 


Saviour's apprarance in the Fleſh, to put divey all ſin, ahd 
not to ſpend it as too many have done; and perhaps do, 
in Riating and Drunkewntſs, ot ih Chambering or Wanton- 
weſs; Rom. xill. 13, And 14. r to Hake proviſion for 
the Fleſh, to fulfil the Liſts theteof. This is the uſual 
Doctrine of the Sermons preachd on this day, as may 
be ſeen in thoſe Which are Printed. 010 1 
Ma. But ſince the Obſervation of this Day, is not 
enjoyned, ot once mention d in Holy Scripture; and 
it does not appear that our Saviour's Apoſtles, or thoſe 
that liv'd neat them, did obſerve this Holy day, and 
it has ſince prov'd and does prove every year an occa- 
ſion of great Sit, why ſhoald it be kept any longer: Is 
it not fit that the Day ſhould be abo!iſh'd; and People 
prohibited to make ſich Feaſting as they do at this time 
ortie Ter 7 2 3 
Sebol. This is ſome of the Reaſoning of our Difſent- 
ing Brethten; and time was when it ſo far ptevail'd 
here, wiz, about Threefcore Years ago, that it was 
quite aboliſh'd. In the Year 1644. A Faſt was ap- 
pointed by the Parliament then in Rebellion, no leſs 
againſt God than theit Sovereigh K. Charles the Mattyt, 
to be obfery'd on this Day, and Thtee of the Sermons 
Preach'd before them on that day, ate in Print, { 2. } 
in Two of which the Authors (3. ) aſcribe this Change 
of the Day into a Faf, to the peculiar Providence and 
( 1. ) Biſhop Andrews 17 Sermons, Arch- Biſhop Uſer's Immanuel. 
Rich, Gardiner, 1638. T. Bradley, 1650, Biſhop of Sarum, 1689, and 
1696. Dr. Sharp Arch biſh. of Tork, 1691, and 1794. Dr. Edw, Stilling- 
fleet, late Lord Biſh, of Worcefter, 1693. Dr. Talbot, Biſh, of Oxford, 
1702. Dr. Blackall Biſh. of Exeter, 1704. Gale's Sermons, Arch biſh. T. I. 
lotſon's Ser. 8. Vol. 2. Ser. I. Xvi. and Fol. 13. Ser. x, Mr. Whazton's Ser, 
Biſh. La kes Sermons, Biſhop Beveredge's Sermons, Vol. 3. Serm. 2. 
(2. ) Mr. Thorougood, and My. Langley before the Comm ons, and Mr, 
Calamy before the Lords. ( 3, ) Mr. Thorovghgerd, and Mr. Calariy. 
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| (20) | 
Direction of God, and tor ſeveral years after ſtri& 
Orders were iſſued out, that the Shops ſnould be open- 
ed, and the Churches kept ſhut, and that no fort of 
Food that was uſually in ſeaſon at this time, as mine d 
Pies, Plumb-porridge, &c. ſhould be eat on this day. 
(.) It has been deliver'd in Print (2.) that the Miniſters 
of thoſe Times did uſuallyſeach their People that it was 
unlawful to adminiſter the Sacraments on any other Day than 
the Lord's-day, and in any other place than the Church, to ring 
the Bells in Peale on the Lord's-day, to eat Minc d-pies, Plumb- 
porrage, or Braun in December; to trim the Church or pri- 
vate Houſes with Holly and Ivy about Chriftmas, or to ſtick 
4 Roſting Piece of Beef, or a Collar of Braun, when it is 
brought to the Table with Roſemary, to play at Cards or Bowls, 
fo Haul or Hunt, io give Money to a Servant or Apprentice s 
Box, or to ſend a couple of Capons, or any other Preſent, to 4 
Friend in the Twelve days: To uſe a Ring in the Solemnixati- 
on of Marriage: To cover 4 Herſe with a White Sheet, and 
& Thonſand ſuch like Conceits: Yet it was accounted groſs 
Superſtition, and Will-worſhip, to go to Church and 
bleſs God for the Benefits of our Saviour's Nativity, 


Circumciſion, Aſcenſion, &. or for the good Exam 


ples of his Apoſtles; but none ſo much as this day: 
They were not content to. follow their Trades 
and Callings, and keep from Church on this day 
themſelves, but were zealous to make others do ſo 
too: For which end a Lord-Mayor of London, ſent 
— for the Keys of ſeveral of the Church- 
D orcheſter, in es on that day, and in another place 

orſetſbire. of this Kingdom, * a certain Colonel 
rode about the Town backwards and forwards, and by 
ſoft and hard Words induc'd the People to open their 
Shops on this day, and being invited to dinner that day, 
where there was Plumb-porridge, and Mino d-Pies, 


thought he was invited in order to be Affronted. 


(1.) See Biſhop Blackall's Sermon on Chriſtmas Day, 1704. 
 (2.) Edward Fiſher's Anſwer to 16 Queries, touching the Riſe and 
Ohle vation of Chriſtmas, Anſw. 12, ; 


We 


{21> 8 
& | We are told in Print, that on the 25th of February 
n- | 1643. it was deliver'd from the Pulpit of St. Micheeſ's 
of | Cornbill-Church in London, to this Effect, That a Feat 
2d celebrated to the Honour of Chriſt, is no better than that Feaff 


old 2nd new Sabbatariant, Sect. 8. | 

and (2.) A juſt defence of the Royal Martyr K. Charles, I, c. 8vo, 
1699. p. 174. 

We Commu- 
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3 (22). 2 
Communion in one Meeting- Houſe; and even our Dif- 
ſenting Brethren's prejudices, are, God be thank d, ſo 
far remoy'd, that very few, if any ſcruple to imitate 
us in the Civil Obſervation of this Feſtival, by uſing 
greater Hoſpitality, and by extending their Charity to 
their poor Brethren, more liberally now than at other 

times: But ſome of them imitate us in the Religious 
Obſervation of it, for which end their Teachers in 
ſome places (1.) preach to em on the Subject of our 
Saviour's Incarnation; and what ever others do, 1 


great part of em that tho? we ate not certain of the 


preciſe time of our Saviour's Birth, yet it is fit to be 
fpecially commemorated at ſome time or other, and at 
none fo fitly as on the 25th of December, which has 
been obſerv d for that end by the unanimous conſent as 
it were, of the whole Chriſtian Church, which is the 
Expreſs Doctrine of Two very Learned Proteſtants be- 
yond the Scas. (2. ) ris 
24h, It is true that this Feſtival ever has been, and 
ever will be abus d by wicked Men, it ever has, and ever 
will, notwithſtanding the utmoſt care be an occaſion of 
much Sin; but notwithſtanding this, it has been the con- |,; 
ſtant ſenſe not only of the Chriſtian Church ſince, but 
before the Reformation, and even in thePrimitivertmes, 
that the day ſhould not be aboliſh'd, becaufe it was a- 


bus'd by ſome, but ſtill obſerved, and care taken to 


prevent its being made an occaſion of Gluttony, Intem- 
perance and Senſuality: For what end the Fathers in 
the Primitive Church, were wont to caution theit Au- 


ditors in their Sermons on this day, many of which are 


extant in Print, againſt the prophanation of it. by In- 
temperance, and too great Imitation of the Cuſtoms of 
the Heathens, among and near whom they livd. One 


of them in a particular fpoke thus, ( 2.) Let us Cele- 


brate this Feaſt, not in a Panegyrical, but Divine, not in 4 


( 1.) At Lincoln, and Sleeford in Lincolnſhire, at. Shrewsb«ry in, 


Shropſhire, at Mr. Shower's Meeting-Houſe Londen, at Stanes, Middleſer.- 


(2. ) Hoſpinianus de Feſtis. Spanhemii dubia Evangelica. 
G.) Gregory Nazianzen in Nativitat, Chriſti, worldly 
i : 


worldly but fuper ſecular manner, not reg arding ſ much our ſolver or ours, 
a5 de of Chriſt, &c. Aud how ſhall we effect this? je by — 
ing our Doors with. Garlands, nor by leading of Dances, nor adorning 
aur Streets z not by feeding our Eyes, not by delighting our Ears 0 
Sangs, nor by eſfeminat ing our Smell with Perfumes, not with humourimg 
our Taſte with Dainties, not with pleaſing our Touch, nos with Silken and 
coſtly Cloathes, &c, not with the ſparkling of Jewels, not with the Luft 
of Gold, not with the artifice of counterfeit Colours, &c. Let us leave the 
things te Pagans for their Pomps, &c. But we who adore the Word f 
the Father, if we think fit to affe® Delicacies, let us feed our ſelves wit 
the'Dainties of the Law of God, and with thoſe Diſcourſes eſpecially, which 
are fitting in this preſent Feſli val. And ſo great was the Devotion of 
thoſe Pious People, that they frequented the Church then in vaſt Num- 
bers, and thought it an unſpeakable Unhappinefs, to be depriv'd of bear- 
ing a part in the publick Devotions thereof, Among the many Proofs 
thereof, which might be brought, it will be proper to mention Twe, We 
are told {1.) That under the Tyranny of Diocleſian and Maximin, 
Tipo Roman Emperars, no leſs than Twenty thouſand Chriſtians, which 
were met to celebratg this Feaſt, in the large Church of Nicomedia, were 
by their Order burnt"Yogetber with that ſtately Fabrick to Aſhes, And 
we are told by another ancient Writer ( 2.) That the Roman or 
Theodoſius, having lam for 8. Months under the ſevere Cenſare of S. Am- 
broſe, Biſbep of Milan, for permitting one of his Governours to murder 
Seven thoufand People in cold Blood, when the time of thu holy Feftival. 
drew near, made great moan to his Courtiers, that he was by that reſo- 
late Biſhop hindred from partaking with the Aſſembly in that holy Ser- 
vice, and made very impartunate Intreaties for his Re admiſſion, 

But there. is a greater Authority on which we may ground the Obſet yas 
tion of Feftivals; that are liable to be abus d, and even have been abus- 


ed, and that is of God himſelf, who did not in the leaſt command the 
eftivals vhich he bad inſtituted amongſt the Fews,when they were abus'd, 
nd perhaps much more chan any of ours, and even than this day's in 
articular, denounc'd a Woe, only againſt ſuch as abus d em, as/ 
6 read in Iſaiah V. II, and 12 Verſes. Wo unte them that riſe un 
arly in the morning, that they may follow ſtrong Drink, that continue 
il Night, til Wine inflame them, Aud the Harp, and the Val, the Ta- 
res and Pipe, and\Wine are in their Frais: But they regard not the 
ork of the Lord, neither confider the Operation of his. Hands. It is to 
feat d. there are too too many. ſuch among us, who make the holy 
eſtivals of our Church, and this more eſpecially, Days of Intemperance, 
nd Senſuality, Bur ſuch Perſons will be ſa at all other times, whenever 


( 1.) Nicephori. Hiſtor. lib. 7. c. 6. 
( 2. Theodoreti Hiſtoria Ecclehaſtica,. lik, cap. Xvii. 
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Qt prevent Intemperancein ſuch, noother thethod 


can be made uſe of, but to confine them either to har 


Labour like Slaves, or to Cells like Mad People, and 
to ſet before them no more Meat and Drink than is ne. 


ceflary to ſupply the wants of Natute, God, forbid, 


that the Obſet᷑ vation of Feſtivals, ſet apart to comme- 


morate the Myſteries of our Redemption by our moſt 


bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy 
Lives and exemplary Deaths of his bleſſed Apo- 


= 


ſtles and Martyrs who Seald his holy Goſpel, and, 


Raute dur moſt excellent Religion with with 
their Blood, God forbid, I ſay, that Days and Times 
ſet apart for this good end, ſhouꝰd be aboliſſid, hecauſe 
they are abus d by Wicked and Senſual perſons; I for 


my part, (and I hope the reſt of my Sghoolfellows are 


of the ſame mind,) am reſoly'd, with the Aſſiſtance of 


God's holy Spirit, to obſerve theſe holy Feſtivals, 


which our moſt excellent Church has ſet apart, for tlie 
beſt of ends, and this the greateſt of all in pattitularz 


not in Riot and Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering and an. 
tomeſi, not in miſpending that precious time which God 
has given me, in Gaming, and other idle Diverſions, 


but in attending the Service of the Church, with due 
Seriouſneſs, and in ſpending the beſt part of it while 1 
am at home, in reading the holy Scriptures that ate 


appointed by our Church to be read then, and in me- 


ditating on em, and reading other good uſeful Books, | 


which ſhall either be giyen or lent me for _chis purpoſe, 

Mat. 1. pray God you may, and all-yaur-other 
Schoolfellows,. and all that have heard this Exerciſe 
and all elſe that have any regard for God's Honour and 
Glory; and may the holy Spirit of God continue to 
ſtrengthen us to every good Work. To whom with 
God the Father, and God the Son, be al Honnur and 


'Scholors. Amen 


* 1 # % 
” * » * 
Rage : . 


N * 
„ 
8 . . . S.. 4 : : * A 5 j 
5 . 2 FINIS. a * Etats | 6"... ON 
* 
i 
ou 


— 


— — 


